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Peacing Together One World 

Peace Symbols 
Discussion, questions, and tasks – Facilitator’s prompts
This resource is designed be used in conjunction with the ‘peace symbols information sheet’.  Below are some questions for you to consider during a One World Week discussion event.  

The facilitator’s version provides prompts and ideas written in italics. These can be used as starting points if discussion is limited.  Feel free to pick and choose from the questions, or write your own. 
The power of symbols in culture

1. Symbols can have a great deal of emotive power in society.  What symbols can you think of that are well known and provocative?  Why do they hold such power?

2. Does/can the meaning of a symbol change depending upon its context?  Can you think of any examples?
3. Are there personal or wider social implications in being connected to a symbol (either as an individual or a group)?  Consider the positive or negative effects of these associations.  Are these social reactions acceptable? 

(By being connected to a particular symbol its barer may achieve social legitimacy, declare power, suffer persecution, or promote dissent.  Consider the use of the Star of David in Europe 1945 to designate Jews, or the commonplace use of the Anarchy symbol amongst teenagers in the 21st Century)
4. Remember that symbols can change their meaning over time.  How might this happen?

 (For example through the media, adoption of a sign by a particular movement, a reclaiming of a symbol)

Peace Symbols

5. What comes to mind when you think of ‘peace’? Suggestions may include meditation, quietness, absence of war, eradication of poverty, peace within the family, workplace or community etc. 
6. Consider how these symbols represent peace.  They may have links to religious or political movements.  

7. What message do you think each of these symbols is giving? Do they represent different aspects of ‘peace’? For example the CND logo may be seen to specifically represent Nuclear Disarmament, the white poppy offers an alternative to the red poppy which some people see as glorifying war, and the dove may represent peace within the Christian faith.
8. Are they effective in the messages they are trying to give? Why?

9. What do these pictures mean to you?  Can participants relate to any of the images? Have they ever been associated with any of the symbols?
10. Are there any other peace symbols that you can think of?  How were they developed? 
11. Do you think peace symbols are important? Why?

Activities

Try to create your own peace symbol for your community. What features would it include? Why? You could base it on the name of your town, your school crest or something that represents peace to you and those around you.  
See our activities page at www.oneworldweek.org for more peace symbol related activities.
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